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reel Alexander WalkerIsla Side Lasses

ISLA SIDE LASSES.
Walker: A Collection of Strathspeys, Reels, Marches, &c., 1866; No. 59, pg. 21.

Scottish, Reel. B Minor, AAB.
i. Carl MacKenzie LP, 1980s. ii. David Greenberg & Puirt a Baroque, CD, c.1996.

A favourite of the late Joe Peter MacLean.

There are two main Isla Rivers in Scotland, one in North East Scotland and one in Perthshire. This one is assumed be about
the one in N.E. Scotland.

The River Isla is a tributary of the River Deveron. The area surrounding it is known as Strathisla (not to be confused with
Glen Isla, which is around the River Isla in Perthshire)

It rises to the northeast of Milltown of Auchindoun (See Tune ‘Auchindoun Castle’) and flows north-eastwards for 18 miles
(29 km) through Strathisla, separating Keith from Fife-Keith, and then forms the boundary between Moray and
Aberdeenshire for a short distance before joining the Deveron near Rothiemay. (See Tune ‘The Bonny Lass of Rothiemay’)

It was common at the Scottish dances to toast the ladies (Lassies) attending. This tune refers to the ladies attending to the
Strathisla Games. The Strathisla games were started in 1853.

Alexander Walker Connection

Strathisla was the place for the Strathisla Games. The newspaper report below recalls the details about the games. In 1853
the games had just been inaugurated and Alexander was obviously in the area at the time and became involved. He seemed
to be the representative of Sir Charles Forbes who had been the great initiator of Highland games. Alexander gave a toast to
the young ladies attending the dance and also played for the dancing.

Friday 21,October 1853


